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HE Bull of Pope Pius V, depofing 
EL1ZABETH, abſolving ber 3 from the | 

Oaths of Allegiance, and anathemati21 b as con- 
tinued in their Obedience, is a glaring Proof how far 
the Popes have carried their Diſpenſations; as the 
rebellious Behaviour of the Papiſts, in England and 
Treland, conſequent thereon, ſhews their Opinion of 
them. This Proceeding has never been diſclaimed 
by any ſolemn or authentic Act of the Church of 
Rome : And indeed, how can it be diſclaimed, with- 
out giving up the Doctrine of Infallibility ? The 
Bull is printed at large, 2 Vol. of Burn. Hiſt. Reform 


App. 291. 
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LETTER 


Member of 2 — Se. 


De AR Six, ö 


I. a Converſation we had this laſt Summer 


t , about the State and Condition of 

= the Popith Intereſt in this Kingdom, I ex- 
preſſed my apprehenſions of the danger which 
map attend the doing any thing to weaken the 
Adds made in Queen Anne's Reign, to prevent the 
Growth of Popery ; eſpecially that part of them 
which reſtrains Papiſts from purchaſing. Com- 


| pany coming in Interrupted the Converſation at 


that time ; and Accidents afterwards prevented 


It's being reſumed while I ſtayed in the Country. 
At parting, you engaged me to ſend you my Sen- 


timents on this Subject. I now ſit down to ac- 
quit my ſelf of the Promiſe ; and fo, without fur- 
ther Introduction, I hope, that Excuſing inaccura- 
cies, you will take my thoughts, as follows. s 
 Porzxy being little elſe than a mere ſyſtem of 
Politics, the Foundation of which is Allegiance to 
a Foreign Prince, Papiſts have no right to claim 
Protection from the Magiſtrate of any Country, 
which does not belong to, or depend on, that 
Prince ; and conſequently they are not intitled to 
A 2 a Toleration 


ol 
a Toleration in Proteſtant States “. In ſtrict Juſtice, 
the Magiſtrate may Remove them; ſurely then, 
* Some Perſons have been offended at this Poſition, and 


have endeavoured to miſrepreſent it. But even a ſmall Ac. 

quaintance with the Doctrines of the Church of Rome, will 
_ convince us, that moſt of them are merely political, and 
have been invented to place rea/ temporal Power in the 
Hands of certain Men, independent of Civil Government. 
For inſtance, the Celibacy of the Prieſthood, is to keep it 
free from the ſocial Ties of Families. Tranſubſtantiation 
(ridiculous as it is) muſt in thoſe, who can fancy they believe 
it, raiſe a moſt awful Veneration for, and conſequently, a 
ſuitable Submiſſion to, the Perſon who can turn  afers into 
| Deities. What real Power does the Doctrine of Confeſſion 
give the Prieſthood ? And how weak a Stand can Civil Laws, 
or even moral Obligations, make againſt that of 465/olution, 
or Diſpenſations, given by Human Creatures clathed with Infalli. 


bility ? What Dependence therefore can there be on the moſt | 


awful, the moſt ſolemn, Profeſſions of Allegiance to the 
Civil Magiſtrate, from Perſons who are of Opinion that ano- 


ther Man has Power, to diſpenſe with, or transfer, theſe Ob- 


ligations ? In Truth, the Allegiance profeſſed to the Cimil 
Magiſtrate can be but Words; for the real Allegiance is to 
the Perſon, who, they think, can diſpence with, or tran. 
fer the Obligation : And who, as to all States which do not 
belong to, or depend on, Roux, is a foreign Prince: Con- 
ſequently, Protection and Allegiance being reciprocal, ſuch 


precaricus Subjects cannot have a Right to the Civil Magi- 


rates Protection, to whom they cannot pay a true and real 
Allegiance : And his Toleration of them is merely a Matter 
of Favour. Though this is certainly true, the Writer of 
this Note does not expect to convince Papiſts on the Point; 
His Intentions will be anſwered, if unwary Proteſtants are 
put upon their Guard, againſt the Inſinuations of popiſh 
Authors, who, the better to diſguiſe themſelves, and de- 
ceive others, can ſometimes aſſume the Character of free 
and modeſt Inguirers. A ſtale Artifice !— But when their 
| Maſks are taken off, they may write on unbeeded. The 


Extent of the Doctrine of Diſpenfations, and the Reverive 


ariſing therefrom, may be judged of by the Taxes of the 


Roman Chancery, which have been often printed with the 


Pope's Privilege, particularly in the Year 1520. I have ſeen 
un Extract. or Tranſlation, of this Book in Engliſh, printed 

in London for M. Cooper, in the Year 1746; 5 50 the Title 
of Taxa CAu RRE: it is a ſmall Pamphlet, and well worth 
Peruſal. One of the authentic Books now, is, or lately 
was, in St. Sepz/chre's Library, among the Books which 
or merly belonged to TA x AC LT FaBIR. 


CY 

if he permits their ſtay, he may qualiſy that Indul- 
gence, by ſuch reſtrictions on their Property, as 
Political prudence may ſuggeſt ; nor have they 
Reaſon to expect any other Favour, than a Free 
Enjoyment of their Opinions merely Speculative, 
and the Exerciſe of their forms of Worſhip, and 
ſuch parts of their Religion (if ſuch there be) as 
may be ſeparated from their Politics. They may, 
and ſhou'd, be indulged in their Nigæ, while they 
do not lead the State Seria in Mala. | 

Tuus the Queſtion of Tolerating Papiſts in 
Proteſtant States, is not a Queſtion of Religion, 
but of Politics ; which each State muſt determine 
for itſelf, according to the Circumſtances of its 
Conſtitution. 

Tur Rule may be laid down generally, that 
Power attends the Ballance of Property in Land. 
This Rule admits of ſome Exceptions, but they 
are only in Caſes, where the Territories are very 
ſmall, and bear no Proportion in Value to the 
Riches of the Country; as for inftance, in Hollaud, 
Gena, and ſome other Places: But where the 
Territories are large, as in theſe Kingdoms, the 

Rule will hold ſtrictly. Hiſtory will inform us, 
that all the Wars and Rebellions, in this Cotmtry, 
have been raiſed and carried on by a Landed Inte- 
reſt: And the late Rebellion in Scotland was 
raiſed and carried on by the ſame means. It is a 
plauſible Argument, that a Moneyed Intereft 
among diſaffected Perſons may do more Miſchnef 

than a | Landed. one, as it is of ſuch ready Ute : 
. 3 5 But 


1 
But 'tis to be conſidered, on the other hand, that 
this Intereſt cannot well be managed without Pa- 
per, and Credit, which is liable to a thouſand Ac- 
cidents, and in caſe of diſturbances, generally 
ſinks and fails; but even ſuppoſing it Eſcapes theſe 
Chances, whatever Advantage it has in quick- 
neſs, it falls infinitely ſhort in point of Duration 
and Permanence : Wou'd the Purchaſe of the 
Eſtates of the Rebel Highland Chieftains in Mo- 
ney, have been able to raiſe ſuch a Scene of 
Commotion as the Connexion between the Land- 
lords and Tenants did? it certainly could not. A 
imall Acquaintance with the Hiſtory of this Coun- 
try will convince us, that the Connexions between 
Chief and Clan, were no leſs ſtrong in this King- 
dom . OE 


Ar rx Millions of Lives loſt, Millions of Mo- 


5 ney ſpent, and numberleſs Forfeitures incurred, 


the Popiſh Intereſt had Art enough to preſerve it 
ſelf ſurprizingly ſtrong; nor indeed, did it ſuf 
fer any conſiderable diminution, till the Year | 

1704, when a truly Patriot Parliament, convinced 
of the Truth of this great Maxim, planned out 
the only Effectual Scheme for taking the power 
out of Popiſh Hands. For the paſſing this AQ 
= Proteſtants 


And I doubt not, if Occafion offered, we ſhou'd find 
them ſo again; For the old is Proprietors are well 
known, and though in very poor Circumſtances, have 2 

t Influence over the common People, who are trained 
up in a Belief of their Right, and an ExpeRation of their 
Reſtoration. So that it may be truly ſaid in this Kingdom, 
the bare Expectation of a Landed Property creates a Con- 
nexion, and Dependence, which are far from inconſiderable. 


(7) 

Proteſtants of all denominations United ; though 
there had been a Clauſe Artfully thrown in, to 
divide them. But, their Virtue ſtood firm; and 
many of the Northern Members laid themſelves 
under perſonal diſabilities, in order to preſerve the 
Public, and their Country, on this occaſion. 
By this Law, Papiſts were diſabled from pur- 
chaſing, and the Eſtates they had were to Gavel 
on their Deaths, unleſs the Heir conformed. 

NuMBERLESS were the Arts to Elude this 
Law; almoſt all the Papiſts in the Kingdom exe- 
cuted Settlements, in one Day, to poſtpone the 
Operation of the Gavel, for one Generation : And 
to evade the Reſtraint on purchaſing, they had 
| Recourſe to all the Methods of Truſts, and Con- 

fidence. 

Soon after (8 Ann.) the Legiſlature ſhewed, 
they were not to be thus treated and trifled with. 


| Theſe Settlements were ſet aſide, and a Diſcovery 


given as to purchaſes; which indeed, a Diſcovery is 
the only Rational and Effectual means of preventing. 

From this time, the quiet, and tho' ſlow, yet ſure 
Operation of theſe Laws, eſpecially in the latter 
part, has turned the Ballance of Landed Property 
in favour of the Proteſtants. I ſay the latter part 
eſpecially ; for the Supply being ſtopped, as the 
Papiſts had Power to Alien to Proteſtants, this 
muſt, in the ordinary Courſe of Things, have 
drained their Landed Property. And I believe 


we are more indebted to this Cauſe than eyen tg 


the Gavel. e 
ꝓa 4 Tur 


* 

Tux many attempts in various ſhapes and dif- 
guiſes, which have, from time to time,Fbeen 
made, in favour of the Papiſts, to Enervate theſe 
Laws, are ſufficient, one wou'd imagine, without 
any thing more, to convince any reaſonable Man, 
that theſe Acts are the PALL apium of the Prote- 
ſtant Intereſt in this Kingdom. 
Tux Scheme of theſe Laws conſiſts of two 
parts: 1. The breaking the Landed Intereſts of 
Papiſts then in being: 2. The hindering them 
from acquiring any more; which laſt then was, 
and ſtill is, the ſubſiſting Law in England. The 
firſt of theſe purpoſes is, in ſome meaſure, An- 
ſwered by Alienation and the Gavel, though not 
fo fullv as might be wiſhed and expected. But 
to think of removing this laſt Reſtraint, while the 
former part of the Law about the Gavel continues, 
carries in it ſomething extremely inconſiſtent, if 
the Real meaning of thoſe, who are for ſuch an 
Alteration, be to put the Lands into Proteſtant 
hands. It is in reality giving the Lands to Pa 
piſts in this Generation, in hopes the next may 
be Proteſtants. The preſent Evil is certain, and 
the future Benefit but Contingent. —The firſt 
part of the Law, 'tis ſaid, has anſwered its Ends. 


Suppoſe: 1 it ſo (though I do believe that is yet very | | 


far from being the Fact) then the Argument 
ſtands thus, Here is a Law made to remedy an 
Evil; it has done fo, therefore we muſt pro- 


vide a a ſupply of the Evil, that the Law may | 


* ſtill have ſomething to Operate on”. This 
furely 


(9) 


ſurely is bad Logic, and worſe Politics ! The com- 
mon Cottager can tell you, that to drain the Lake, 
you muſt not only lade out the collected Water, 
but alſo ſtop or divert the Supply. 

Tux Gavel Clauſe has been much evaded ; 
and though undoubtedly there have been and are 
many honeſt and truly ſincere Converſions ; yet 
moſt Mens own Obſervation muſt have furniſhed 
them with Inſtances, where the Converſions have 
not been free from Suſpicion, and cannot be 
ſatisfactorily depended On, for, Per haps ſome 
Generations. BO TY 

Wurz Laws are confeſſed to be Uſeful, tis 
ſurely imprudent to make any Alteration, at leaſt 
before the Evil they were intended to Remedy, is 
entirely removed. And the moſt zealous Advo- 
cates for Popery cannot pretend that to be yet 
the Caſe. - Even excluſive of this great Confidera- 
tion, - the Arguments uſed for an Alteration of 
theſe Laws are weak and Inconcluſive ; and the 
Nation cou'd receive no Advantage thereby, 
though the Papiſts, and Perſons who- have large 
Tracts of Land to Set, or are Land-jobbers, 


| — might poſſibly find a particular Benefit. 


THe firſt Pretence is, that the Country wants 
People ; and that there are large Waſtes, which 
we cannot hope to ſee improved, but by letting 
the Papiſts into them . REP 
| . THAT 
This is the Scheme of he Seaſonable Thoughts, &c. the 
Author of which, I ſuppoſe, hopes it would bring us Papiſts 
from England, where they are reſtrained from Purchaſing, 


and where the Importance of the Reſtraint is too well under- 
Rood to allow them any Hopes of getting it off. 


. ( 10 ) 

Taar the Country wants People, is a melan- 
choly Truth : But how this Scheme will remedy 
that Evil is beyond my Comprehenſion, as I do 
not ſee how it would make them more fruitful : 
The Papiſts, do at preſent, marry earlier, and 
have more Children, than it is likely they would 
in better Circumſtances ; Encouragement to fo- 
reign Proteſtants, to come and ſettle, would be a 
much more likely Method ; and in Favour of 
ſach a Scheme it may be obſerved, that we are 
indebted to foreign Proteſtants for our moſt ma- 
terial Manufactures, particularly in the Linen 
Branch.—Nor is the latter Part of the Argument 
more happy. That the Waſtes muſt be improved 
by Papiſts, or not at all, is a vicious Dilemma; 
the Disjunctive is defective. All Methods ſhould 
be firſt tried, before the Papiſts can, with any 
Modeſty, prefer their Pretenſions. When all 
Diſtinctions which diſunite Proteſtants at Home 
are taken off; when all Encouragement has been 
given to foreign Proteſtants to come among us; 
it will be then time enough, to take the Papiſts 
Claim of Merit into Conſideration; and then 
perhaps, Prudence may ſuggeſt, that it is better 
to keep our Houſes empty, than ſet them to 


Tenants, who may deſtroy them, or betray the | 


Poſſeſſion. 

Tur Number of Papiſts is artfully diminiſhed, 
and made very inconſiderable : But they are ſure- 
ly above three (if not four) to one of the Pro- 
teſtants through the Kingdom, But though the 
Number were not ſo large; yet while it bears 


an 


(1) 
any conſiderable Proportion to that of the Pro- 
teſtants, it cannot affect the Argument. 

Wirz no leſs Art are their Trade and Riches 
magnified ; which certainly are under what is ge- 
nerally repreſented ; but wou'd ſoon increaſe to 


a much greater Proportion, were _ admitted 
into Land. 


Tur Example of other Countries is produced 
againſt us, and it is ſaid France allows the Hu- 
gonots to purchaſe real Property, and will not ſuf- 
fer them to alien it. I do not know how this 
Fact is; But ſuppoſing it true, the Caſes are by 
no Means parallel. Proteſtants may be good 
Subjects in a Popiſh State, for they can pay com- 
_ pleat and full Allegiance to the Civil Magiſtrate, 

in all Matters of Society and Civil Government: 
But this the Papiſts cannot do to Proteſtants, for 


their Temporal Allegiance is at leaſt divided with 


the Pope, and they are at beſt but half Subjects. 
Beſides, the Hugonots in France bear a very in- 
conſiderable proportion to the Body of the People, 
whereas our Papiſts vaſtly exceed us. 

Tuxsx are my Reaſons, for hoping that theſe 
Ling will, for many Years to come, be eſteemed 
the ſacred Macna CHARTA of the Proteſtant 
Conſtitution of this Country. 

No Houſe of Commons has ever ſhown a more 

ſteady, firm, and inviolable Attachment to the 

| Proteſtant Intereſt of this Kingdom, than the 

preſent Houſe hath done. I need not mention In- 
| ſtances to one who has been ſo long a Member: 

But I aſſure you, there is not any, for which 

| We 


( 12) 

We are more obliged to them, than for the Pub- 
lication of the Heads of a Bill, brought in laſt 
Seſſions, to enable Papiſts to purchaſe, under the 
Notion of taking long Leaſes. You beſt know 
how this very Bill was brought in ſome Years ago, 
and how it was then treated! The Publication 
ſhews a Determination in the Houſe not to alter 
theſe Laws without great Deliberation. It ſeems 
to me intended to give the Conſtituents an Op- 
portunity of conſidering theſe Heads with the 
Attention they deſerve ; and to invite the urging, 
with due Deference and Freedom, all Objections 
which lie againſt them. I ſhou'd therefore think I 
had very imperfectly performed my Engagement 
to You, if I ſhouldcloſe this Letter, without gY- 
ing my Thoughts on this Bill. 

Tux firſt Part of the Title of the Bill is to en- 
courage Papiſts to turn Proteſtants; and yet, I 
muſt confeſs, I cannot. ſee any Thing in the 
_ enacting Part to anſwer this End. That Papiſts 
ſhould be enabled to take long Leaſes, is well 
taken care of, The Proviſions for their turning 
Proteſtants, though ſpecious, will, on Examina- 

jon, appear to be altogether defective. The Bill 
recites the Act of the Second of Queen Anne. But 
it does not recite that of the Eighth which gave 
the Diſcovery, without which, Experience had 
ſhewn, the former Law to be ineffectual : And 
yet the Bill is to repeal the 8th of Queen Anne, 
for the Diſcovery, as well as the 2d, for the Pro- 

hibition. The Bill recites, that the Gavelling 
Clauſe had proved of great Uſe ; could one alter 


this 


LE # 
this imagine that hive is not a W ord about the 
Gavel in the enacting Part? Which is framed 
upon an intirely different Plan, (viz.) That of 
giving the intereſt to the conforming Child, and 
if no ſuch conforming Child, to the conforming 
collateral Relation; and if no ſuch, then that it 
ſhould revert to the Landlord. 

Tux firſt enacting Clauſe is, that which en- 
ables Papiſts to take Leaſes for any Number of 
Lives or Years, at a Rent not leſs than two 
Thirds of the Value: But as this Bill does not 
give a Diſcovery, and as there is no Reſtraint of 
pleading or demurring to ſuch a Bill, however 
ſpecious this Reſtriction ſeems to be, it will 
in Reality be found a verbal Reſtriftion only: 
The other. Methods of Proof being ſo difficult, 
uncertain, and admitting of ſuch Latitude, that 
there is little Probability of Purchaſes being a 
voided on this Article. 

Tux next Clauſe requires Leaſes of above ſeven 
Years to be regiſtered, and prohibits. their being 
taken in Truſtees Names: And the Sanction of 
both theſe Reſtrictions is the making the Leaſe 
void. Here is no Diſcovery either : And ſuppoſe 
the Landlord does not chuſe to break his own or 
his Father's Grant, he is under no Obligation, 
and as the laſt Clauſe ſecures the Remedies for his 
Rent at all Events, he may be under no Temp- 
tation, to break it. Experience between the firſt 
and ſecond popery Laws, ſhew'd of what little 
Significancy it was to declare the Intereſt void, 
and therefore the Bill of Diſcovery was introdu- 


ced, 
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ced, which made it the Intereſt of ſome particu- 
lar Man to puniſh the Papiſts Tranſgreſſion of 
the Law. And there were Proviſions againſt 
pleading or demurring to the Bill. 

 HiruerTo then, the Reſtrictions may juſtly be 
called a dead Letter. Let us now pals to the third, 
fourth, and ſixth Clauſes, which muſt be conſidered 
together. Theſe are the Clauſes which take Care of 
the conforming Children and Relations. They 
give the Intereſt on the Leſſee's Death, to the 
conforming Child, or collateral Relation, Sc. 


and prohibit Alienations to any Relation not a | 


' Proteſtant : The Beginning is fair; But go a little 
farther, and you will find, in the Body of a long 
Paragraph, a Proviſoe (not indeed in expreſs words 


bdut in Effect and Subſtance) which allows all 


Alienations for good and valuable Conſideration 
of Money; the Conſequence of which is, that if 
à Papiſt pleaſes, he may ſell to his popiſh Son, 

and he to his Son, or collateral Relation, and fo 
on, for ever. If the Son wants Money, the Fa- 
ther may give it to him : Or the Son may bor- 
row it from a Friend. Being thus in Poſſeſſion of 
the Money, he may pay it, on the Purchaſe, to 
the Father, before the Witneſſes to the Peeds: 
And then, if the Money was not the Father's 
own, it may be privately returned to the right 
Owner. This, tis true, is all a Colluſion, but 
how can it be detected, as there is no Bill of 
Diſcovery, and how can the Leſſor come at the 
Fraud? Beſides; Difficulties will ariſe on the 
Point 


(15) 
Point of what is to be reckoned a valuable Con- 
ſideration: though other Laws have determined 
tit, I don't know that our Law has ſettled any pre- 
ciſe Rule in this Matter. By this Means the 
Land may continue in the popiſh Family without 
Conformity; nay, indeed the Child may become 
ſo dependent on his Father, as to forbear diſ- 
obliging him by a Conformity, for fear of ſome 
ſuch Alienation in favour of another Child or 
Relation. How does this correſpond with the 
Title of the Bill? Is a Liberty of purchaſing, 
without any Reſtrictions, an Encouragement to 
Conformity ? Yet ſuch only can be the Encou- 
ragement of this Bill. There is another Circum- 
ſtance I cannot avoid taking Notice of. Though 
the Papiſt leave ever ſo many Sons, and they all 
conform in Time, the eldeſt is only to take. 
Now in ſuch Caſe, why ſhould the Law as to 
Terms, which gives to all the Children equally, 
be altered, if Conformity only be intended? 
Tux Proviſion about Guardians is of little 
Uſe. Applications for appointing Guardians to 
Papiſts are ſeldom- made : and it is notorious 
many act in that Capacity, without Appointment, 
and who are prohibited by Law. 
Tux ſeventh Clauſe gives an Advantage * 
popiſh Wives which Proteſtant Women do not 
enjoy, viz. a Sort of Dower out of theſe In- 
tereſts. | 


Trzar. 


„ '6 ) 5 
Turkr is alſo a Proviſoe enabling Papiſts to 
make voluntary Settlements, and Diſpoſitions, of 
theſe Intereſts, to Proteſtants. Then they may, 
I preſume, be made in Truſt for Papiſts ; for the 
Clauſe, making the Leaſes void when taken in 
Truſt, ſeems only to extend to the firſt taking, 

not to the ſubſequent Diſpoſitions, 
Tux Caſe of Leaſes in Reverſion is not men- 
tioned. What the Meaning of Repręſentative 
Laſſor is, I cannot divine: And indeed there ſeem 
ſo many Omiſſions, Intricacies, and Obſcurities 
in the ſeveral Parts of this Bill, as to explain al 
| clear them, might give full Employment to our 
Courts of Juſtice, for theſe many Years to come; 
and this furely is a very indifferent Way of p- 
moting Induſtry, and the Improvement of the | 
Country. But it is Time to put an End to thus 
As by * Tas that I am with tue 


